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INN AT GORE BAY
BOUTIQUE HOTEL & EVENT CENTRE

Newly renovated luxurious waterfront rooms.
Enjoy beautiful sunsets,  

waterfront views, and awesome staff!

1 Water St.
Gore Bay, ON P0P 1H0
705-282-3375

theinnatgorebay.com 
frontdesk@theinnatgorebay.com

12 Unique Guest Accommodations 
Including  

Glamping Tipis, Bunkies, Camping.
Riding Stables Next Door.

101 Gauthier Rd., Tehkummah, Manitoulin Island
15 KM NORTH OF FERRY TERMINAL

705.975.MULE (6853)
guest@thekickingmuleranch.com
www.thekickingmuleranch.com

A quaint shop that provides a modern atmosphere while
offering quality loose leaf teas, teawares, decadent

chocolates, and more in the heart of Manitoulin Island! 

6284 Hwy 540 M’Chigeeng

bittersweetteaco.ca

150-Acre Family Cottage Resort
PRIVATE BEACH *DOCK *GREAT FISHING

1-800-578-5713  Mindemoya
www.mountainviewmanitoulin.com

18 Hole Championship Golf Course
Indoor Golf Academy
Licensed Establishment
Great Tournaments & Outings
Lessons & More

Book a Tee Time Now
705-230-2456

RainbowRidgeGolf.com

18 Hole Championship Golf Course
Indoor Golf Academy
Licensed Establishment
Great Tournaments & Outings
Lessons & More

705.377.5870  |  200 Square Bay Rd., Spring Bay, ON 
info@santamariaresort.ca  |  www.santamariaresort.ca

Cottages, trailer sites, 
private sandy shore
Heated swimming pool, 
tennis courts,
mini-putt, saunas, 
playground & more!

SPACIOUS MANITOULIN PRIVACY!

Santa MariaTrailer Resort & Cottages

By Beth Gilhespy

W
e’re in the midst of an 
unprecedented environmental 
crisis. Globally, nearly one 
million species are at risk of 

extinction, many within our lifetime. In 
Ontario, the leading threat to biodiversity 
is habitat loss—the slow but steady 
erosion of forests, wetlands, alvars, and 
meadows that species need to survive.

Even as this crisis deepens, protections 
for Ontario’s natural areas are being 
weakened. So who will safeguard the 
land when policy falls short? Never 
before has the work of land trusts like 
Escarpment Biosphere Conservancy 
(EBC), been more important.

At EBC, we have worked with 
landowners to protect nearly 25,000 acres 
of ecologically significant land on the 
Niagara Escarpment and surrounding 
areas: dramatic Escarpment ridges, tall 
forests, gentle wetlands, and sensitive 
alvar ecosystems. These are places that 
store carbon, purify water, and give at-risk 
species the space they need to thrive.

Work Far From Done
Through our 2025 Wild Future Campaign, 
we’re aiming to protect another 1,100 
acres by the end of 2025. Each of these 
places tells a story—not just of ecological 
value, but of the choices we face. Will 
we protect what remains, or watch 
Ontario’s natural heritage slip away?

Among them: 365 acres of forest and 
wetland near Benallen, expanding on 

233 adjacent acres protected last year. A 
100-acre mosaic of meadow, karst, and 
wetland on the Saugeen Bruce Peninsula 
that shelters nesting Bobolinks and a 
family of Black Bears. A 20-acre fen and 
alvar nearby where tamarack trees and 
showy Lady’s Slipper Orchids bloom. 
And on Manitoulin Island/Mnidoo 
Mnising, a dramatic Escarpment ridge 
with rare ferns and dolostone caprock 
increasingly vulnerable to quarrying.	

The cost to preserve these and other sites 
in 2025 is $3.8 million but thankfully we 
already have $2.7 million in funding and 
donations secured. That means a 2025 Wild 
Future Campaign goal of $1.1million, and 
every donation has 3.5 times the impact.

A wild future is a hopeful future. A wild 
future means intact expanses of forest, 
protected shorelines and thriving wetlands. 
A wild future means the habitats that 
Ontario’s sensitive and vulnerable species 
call home are safe from impairment. And 
a wild future means health for ourselves 
and the generations that follow.

If this vision of a wild future resonates 
with you, I invite you to learn more 
about the Wild Future Campaign and 
make a donation at www.escarpment.
ca. You can also contact me at beth@
escarpment.ca. I’d love to tell you 
more about the incredible places we’re 
safeguarding, and the future we’re working 
toward—one wild acre at a time.

Beth Gilhespy is CEO of Escarpment 
Biosphere Conservancy
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Preserving a Wild Future, 
One Wild Acre at a Time


